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P to indicate a species which is present all year, although the same indi-
vidual birds may not be present during the whole year, and the number of 
birds present may vary greatly during the year. (W - S indicates much the 
same thing, but it is used in cases which are considered to be special situa-
tions rather than the normal pattern.) 
Two dates indicate the first and last record for the area. The informa-
tion is presented in a rough west (left) to east (right) order, with areas of 
about the same longitude presented in a north to soutn order. The names of 
reporters (and other observers, if known) and any special comments are 
given below in alphabetical order by counties. The number of species for 
each report is shown in parentheses. In making this count "Peep',' "Empi-
donax sp.", "Meadowlark sp.", and the like are not counted if a specific 
species is also listed. 
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for a couple of days at least. The White-faced Ibis was seen on a slough 
north-west of Chadron. She goes by the area every day, but saw the bird just 
once. The wintering Blue Jays were in a protected yard with lots of pines. 
She saw, just once, a small flock - maybe five or so - of Grackles in Chadron 
in the middle of winter, and a neighbor reported seeing a Rufous-sided 
Towhee in the middle of winter. 
Douglas (and Sarpy) (220); Bellevue, Ruth Green and Carl Swanson; 
Omaha, R. G. Cortelyou and Melba Wigg (reporters); Tanya Bray, Graham 
Chisholm, Evelyn Conrad, Daryl Giblin, Ruth Green, Mary Harberg, Clyde 
and Emma Johnson, Teta Kain, Alice Rushton, Andy Saunders, Julie 
Schroeder, Roger Sharpe, Gertrude Wood. The Red Knot was seen at Boys' 
Town lake by Mary Harberg and Wanda Neaderhiser. Its large size apd 
ruddy breast attracted their attention, and the identification was completed 
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by means of a scope and field guides. The Mississippi Kite apparently was 
first seen by Julie Schroeder, but many other observers got to see it before 
the day was over. It was near the marsh-lake in Fontenelle Forest, which 
is the same area in which the last such observation was made, ten years ago 
(NBR 33 :49). The first part of April Mary Denney, who lives near Me-
morial Park, heard what she took for small bird sounds, but looked up and 
saw big birds flying overhead. When Polly Richardson, who used to live in 
Dawes and Box Butte counties, was told of the incident she said that the 
description of the noise sounded like Sandhill Cranes and that she thought 
that was probably what they were. A Snowy Egret was seen on the Iowa 
side of the river across from Plattsmouth 27 April, and Roger Sharpe re-
ported Cattle Egrets on the Iowa side south of Omaha area in mid-May. The 
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last observations of the wintering Mockingbirds was reported 8 February; 
the date shown in the tabulation presumably was for a migrant. An early 
Wood Duck was reported 17 January, an early individual Grackle was seen 
23 January, a White-throated Sparrow 7 January, and a Fox Sparrow 5 
Howard (86), Grand Island, Bill Schleicher (reporter). He reports an 
individual of the western race of the Rufous-sided Towhee on 28 April. 
Lancaster (219), Lincoln; Esther Bennett, Shirley Doole, Daryl Giblin, 
Norma Johnson, Cliff Toews (reporters), Mabel Ott, members of Audubon 
Naturalists Club. Mr. Giblin's report area included Twin Lakes, Seward 
County, and Ceresco, Saunders County. Dr. Johnson commented that there 
seemed to be more of both species of Cuckoos, Kinglets, and Orioles, and 
that Field and Vesper Sparrows were abundant, while Eastern Bluebirds 
and Savannah Sparrows were fewer. An early Brown Thrasher was re-
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ported on 7 March. Dr. Bennett reported that a thrush, from the description 
a Hermit Thrush (it didn't appear while she was watching for it), was 
seen frequently during the winter until late March. On 15 May Mr. Giblin 
heard a call which sounded exactely like that of a White-necked Raven (he 
had heard them previously elsewhere). He tried to catch up with the bird 
but was not successful and Dr. Bennett and the Otts, whom he came upon in 
his search, had not heard nor seen anything unusual. 
Lincoln (163), Hershey, Mrs. Morris A. Cox, and North Platte, Mrs. E. 
C. Logan for Tout Bird Club (reporters). The Mockingbird that wintered 
at Mrs. Viehmeyer's was last seen 25 April, the date shown in the tabula-
tion presumably was a migrant. The Barrow's Goldeneye was seen by Mar-
garet Morton. The count at the Bald Eagle roost "in tall cottonwoods on 
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Highway 30" was 24 on 11 February, 37 on 18 February, 47 on 19 Februa.ry, 
and 5 on 4 April. 
McPherson (79), Tryon; Mrs. Oona Bassett (reporter). The absence of 
dates for winter birds, and the mid-May for many birds are due to the fact 
that Mrs. Bassett did not return to the ranch until mid-May. She comments 
that Shrikes should be present but are hard to find since the telephone lines 
were put underground. 
Sarpy, see Douglas. 
Scotts Bluff (150), Scottsbluff; Mrs. Roy J. Witschy (reporter), The 
Summer Tanager was seen at Lottie Whitney's farm east of town, by Mary 
Ann Banghart and Lydia Bolz. 
Sioux (120), Mitchell; Helen Hughson (reporter). 
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YOUNG MOUNTAIN PLOVER SEEN IN KIMBALL COUNTY 
On 7 June 1975, while I was investigating an area in western Kimball 
County for swift fox, I saw an adult Mountain Plover ( now Charadrius 
'montanu8, formerly Eupoda montana). Since the actions of the bird (short 
flights followed by short rapid running on the ground) indicated a diversion, 
a nest search was conduded. Although the nest was not located, one younger 
Plover approximately one-half grown was found. 
The nesting area, located about seven miles west of Bushnell, can be 
described as a midgrass prairie in fair range condition, with a topography 
of flat valleys and long, gradually sloped hills. Although surrounding lands 
are being used primarily for farming (wheat), the nesting area itself is part 
of a narrow strip of native prairie that extends into Nebraska from 
Wyoming. 
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Nesting studies conducted in Colorado indicated that Mountain Plovers 
avoid tall vegetation; that they preferred instead to nest on the flat, heavily 
grazed prairies of buffalo grass and blue gramma grass. Three eggs are 
usually laid in each nest, which consists of a shallow depression in the ground. 
Recent CIolorado studies have also revealed that Mountain Plovers exhibit 
a very rare nesting characteristic: the female lays a clutch of eggs for her 
mate. He attends the nest alone and raises the resultant brood. Within about 
two weeks after laying her first clutch, the female lays a second clutch 
which she attends herself. 
Rapp et aI, Revised Check-list of Nebraska Birds, 1958, describes the 
Mountain Plover as a rare migrant and breeder in the western third! of the 
state. However, information on the present status of the breeding popula-
co 
"'ro 
1='<' 
..: 
co 
ro 
», 
:£ 
co Nro 
», 
:£ 
c---
"'ro 
1='<' 
..: 
'" ro 
», 
:£ 
\l"\ '" NOO -ttl) 
PI I Pt I 
..: ..: 
'" ... ro 
£>' 
'" ro 
., . 
.., 
'" Nro 
1='<' 
..: 
~ Nro 
1='<' 
..: 
'" '" ~ Nro ro Nro 
». ». ». 
:£ :£ :£ 
'" Nro 
», 
E 
N 
ro 
.,. 
.., 
N 
... 
'" "'ro 
!-< 1 
:£ 
'" ... ro 
oj • 
.., 
co 
ro 
1='<1 
..: 
\l"\ Nro 
» • 
:£ 
coo 
... 
'ro 
~. 
'" Nro 
1='<' 
..: 
\l"\ 
ro 
», 
:£ 
'" ro 
». 
:£ 
'" ro 
», 
:£ 
co 
co 
... ro 
». 
:£ 
0 ... 
...... 
., ., 
..,.., 
~ Nro 
1='<' 
..: 
ro 
;>" 
E 
co Nro 
1='<' 
..: 
'" ro 
». 
:£ 
'" ... ro 
£>' 
co 
"'r/l 
» • 
:£ 
co 
ro 
», 
:£ 
... 
...ro 
;>" 
:£ 
co 
r/l 
» • 
:£ 
56 The Nebraska Bird Review 
tion is essentially non-existent. After many hours of unsuccessful searching 
in the past three years, Richard Rosche, of Crawford, (pers. comm.) be-
lieves that the Mountain Plover may no longer be a part of the state's 
avifauna. Conversion of grasslands to cropland over the past several years 
has undoubtedly had adverse affect on this species. Since it is very probable 
that the Mountain Plover in Nebraska may be in an endangered or threaten-
ed status, research' of the species will be essential to the development of a 
program that will ensure a place for it in the future. 
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Ross A. Lock, Non-game Specialist 
Wildlife Division 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 
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NOTES 
GREAT EGRET. Twice in 1974 I observed the Great Egret, Casmerodius 
albus egretta (Gmelin) , in Nebraska. The first observation occurred 27 
April, when I sighted a lone bird alo'1.g the shore of a farm pond approxi-
mately 3.5 miles south of Brainard 1I1 Butler County. On 11 July Bob Hyer, 
Dick Kennedy, and I observed five of the birds in flight approximately 5 
miles north of Silver Creek in Nance County. That location is within the 
wetland area which borders the margin of the SandhiIls area lying between 
the Loup River and Prairie Creek. 
-Thomas F. Pesek, Lincoln 
SWANS. On 15 March 1975 a friend, Mrs. Adams, who lives on a ranch 
north of Hyanpis, called to tell me that there were two swans on her lake. 
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I made the 30-mile drive, partly over sandhill roads, to her ranch in Cherry 
County. The two swans and two Canada Geese were on the lake. It was a 
first for me and a beautiful sight. I could not determine whether they were 
Whistling or Trumpeter Swans. Mrs. Adams has seen them now and then on 
the same lake since I saw them, and saw two last week (Written 17 May). 
-Opal Bilstein, Hyannis 
CINNAMON TEAL. We saw a male Cinnamon Teal about two miles 
south of the southwest corner of Ft. Kearney State Park 30 March 1974. 
We noticed three small ducks as they approached a pond. I thought, from 
the flashing blue on their wings, that they were Blue-winged Teal. When 
they landed we discovered that they were one male Cinnamon Teal, one male 
Blue-winged Teal, and a female teal. The Cinnamon Teal was courting the 
female, following her and bobbing his head. The Blue-winged, Teal paid no 
attention to her. We watched for several minutes until they disappeared 
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behind a fold in the hills and didn't reappear. 
rri, ) 
---,,-,:yue Johns!'.)'!" Umaha 
PRil.IRIE CHICKENS, CP1,A:·iD SA?, D PIPERS. About the rmddle of 
May, Hl74, I w~;:\.s preparing "TO' .. ' .) til for corn on our farm 3 miles northwest 
of Cook, Otoe County. I 
"'"w a ,~:;." t ajJpeared much like a hen Pheasant, 
but was not. , got ,)ff th,.~ b .. ai.:to? ("uk see that it ,vas a Prairie Chicken, , 
and when it flew to anoTher Y\f;.3.,S sure it was. A couple of years ago 
a pair of Prairie Chickt2ns ''.2en quite often until one was shot. I also 
saw H [10;;)( of 12 lJnland SunJpl ~)(,; 1'8 in the fields throughout the summer. 
-Sam Antholz, Cook 
FALUlNS. On 1 February 1975 I saw a Prairie Falcon a few miles 
southwest of r':findenJ and II Peregrine Falcon 3 or 4 miles southwest of 
Hildreth. 
-HCltold Turner, Minden 
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MONK PARAKEETS. In mid-August 1975 a pair of Monk Parakeets 
or Quaker Parrots (Myiopsitta monachus) was identified by a member of 
the Children's Zoo staff, near 27th and Highway 2. The birds were familiar 
to residents of the area. No effort was made to capture the birds. 
-Roger Di Silvestro, Lincoln's Children's Zoo 
BLACK-HEADEiD x ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK. On 3 June 1974 
my neighbor came over carrying a bird which had flown into her picture 
window. It was a Black-headed x Rose-breasted Grosbeak, with the cinna-
mon rump and rusty breast of the Black-headed, and a large rose colored 
triangle on the breast and a beautiful rose red underwing linings. The bird 
was still breathing so I put its beak in cold water and poured a little cold 
water on its head. After a little it was able to stand but did not move. I 
H 
1 Q) 
<:+' 
ro Ul 
H ro 
1 
H 
o 
1ll:! 
o 
Ul 
+''H 
+''H 
o '" Orl 
rJlP'1 
Ul 
Q) 
~ 
o 
.-irJl 
P<I 
< 
o 
NrJl 
p<1 
< 
o 
?:: 
..-I 
> 
'tJ 
Q) 
~ 
1 
Q) 
+' 
..-I 
~ 
~~ ~o ~ ~ ~~ ~ ~o OO~ ~~ N~ N NW ~N Nm ~ NN 
:>,Q) P;Q) Pi AI :>,(J) Pil Pi:>, P;W 
~~ <~ < < ~~ < <~ <~ 
co 
.-it!) 
>,1 
~ 
o 
?:: 
..-I 
> 
Ul 
rl 
rl 
OJ 
P'1 
OJ 
.-irJl 
>,1 
~ 
~ 
+' 
! 
1 
~ 0 
rl Q) 
rl H 
Q)..-I 
:><> 
OJ 
.-i 
j 
..-I 
rl 
o 
rJl 
N 
rJl 
>,1 
~ 
o 
.-irJl 
>,1 
~ 
OJ 
.-irJl 
>,1 
~ 
o 
NrJl 
>,1 
:0: 
o 
.-it!) 
>,1 
~ 
N 
NrJl 
>,1 
~ 
rJl 
>,1 
~ 
-':t 0 
rJl .-i 
£' £ 
OJ 
Nt!) 
P<I 
< 
OJ 
.-irJl 
>,1 
~ 
co 
.-irJl 
>,1 
~ 
.-i 
Nt!) 
>,1 
~ 
H 
OJ ] 
Q) 
OJ 
Ul 
Ul 
OJ 
<: 
<: 
OJ 
E-< 
The Nebraska Bird Review 61 
put it on a newspaper under a plastic basket in the kitchen. After some 
time the bird opened its eyes and then started following my movements. 
When it started to fly to the side of the basket I carried him outside and 
set him down. After a little he flew across the yard and into my cherry 
tree. He sat there, never moving, fJr 24 hours, and then finally flew away. 
- Mrs. Kermit S. Swanson, Aurora 
BLIZZARD DEATHS. After the Easter blizzard of 1975 we found many 
dead birds, including Meadowlarks, Killdeer, Horned Larks, a Lapland Long-
spur, a Brown Creeper, and an American Kestrel. Our neig hbors found 
many, too. We have a large sheltel'belt of cedar, pine, cottonwood, and fruit 
trees but such storms are too severe. 
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A SUTTON'S WARBLER? 
On Sund~y morning, 11 May 1975, r was standing at my kitchen win-
dow when two little birds landed on a branch of our apple tree just outside 
the window, about five feet from me. This was about eleven o'clock on a 
bright sunny morning so the lighting was excellent. r stood very still and 
studied the bird nearest me. It was a bluish color and it had a very clear 
yellow throat-patch. My first thought was "It's a blue yellow-throated 
Warbler". r was very excited because r had never seen one. r noticed the 
white streak above the eye and the black patch by the eye, white wing-
bars, but the rest of the bird was blue with white underneath. It had no 
streaks by the breast and no color other than yellow in the throat-patch. 
The bird then turned to pick a worm off a nearby leaf and turned its back 
to me. Then r saw the yellow or actually greenish wash on its back, and 
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almost fell into the sink because I was then sure it was a Parula. I called 
to my husband to confirm what 1 saw, ~ut by the time he came both birds 
flew up into another part of the tree. I then grabbed my field gUIde and 
tried to match what I had just s\~en to the pictures. The first bird I turned 
to was the Yellow-throated Warbler and I remember thinking "That is ex-
actly the way its head looked, and the clear yellow patch, too". Then I 
remembered the back patch and turned to compare the Parula with what I 
had just seen, and the bodies matched. I then got out my binoculars and 
raced out to see if I could find them again, but could not. I had paid little 
attention to the second litt]p bird except for one glance which convinced 
me it was a female - morp drab in color. I estimate that I had the birds 
in view for 15 to 20 seconds. I am sure the birds were some sort of hybrids 
because of the difference the coloring and the head pattern. 
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SCOTT'S ORIOLE REPORTED 
About 20 May 1975, as I was doing some work in the garden on my 
farm about three miles east of Grand Island, I heard an unusual bird song 
which was similar to the song of the Western Meadowlark. This bird was 
sitting among the leaves of a Chinese elm so at first I could not see it. About 
fifteen minutes later it flew to a dead tree branch and I could see it. 
It had a black head and throat and the black carried back to the wings 
on the back. It had black wings, with white wing bars - about nine or ten 
short ones toward the front of the wing, and back of these some longer wing 
bars. The rest of the stomach, back, and part of the tail was a beautiful 
yellow color, about the color of a healthy lemon. It appeared to be about 
seven inches long. 
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I went into the house and' got my bird book (Birds of North America) 
and binoculars and observed and studied! it for about half an hour before 
it flew away. From my observations and studies I think it was a Scott's 
Oriole. I think it was a female or a young bird because where the black on 
the tail is supposed to be this bird had a drab yellow, which looked like it 
might be getting darker with age. I saw and studied this bird about eight 
times after I first saw it, and the more I observed and studied it the more 
convinced I became that it was a Scott's Oriole. I've lived on this farm for 
twenty-eight years and this is the first time I have seen or heard a bird 
like this. 
Bill Schleicher and Vera Coons have come out and studied the bird 
and they are convinced that it is a Scott's Oriole. This bird did a lot of sing-
ing, which was just beautiful. The Black-headed Oriole doesn't sing much, 
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according to the book, so I think that would eliminate the possibility of its 
being a Black-headed Oriole. The bird was last seen and heard about 24 June. 
-George W. Stoppkotte, Grand Island 
An immature Scott's Oriole was banded at Duluth, Minnesota, 23 May 
1974, and remained in the area through June (Loon 47 :22), so this is not 
as far as an individual of the species has wandered. -Ed. 
1975 FALL FIELD DAY 
A Fall Field Day, after a lapse of several years, was held 28 September 
1975. Twenty-one people participated. The area involved was around the 
Harlan Reservoir, and the count covered from 8 AM to 12:30 PM. It was 
mostly cloudy, with some intermittent light rain. Forty-five species were 
recorded: 
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Pied-billed Grebe, White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant; Great 
Blue and Green Herons; Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Duck. Red-tailed 
Hawk, Osprey, American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Semipalmated 
Plover, Killdeer; Spotted and Baird's Sandpipers; Herring, Ring-billed, and 
Franklin's Gulls; Forster's Tern; Rock and Mourning Doves; Great Horned 
Owl, Belted Kingfisher. 
Common Flicker; Red-belliE,d and Downy Woodpeckers; Barn and Cliff 
Swallows; Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, Black-capped Chickadee, House 
Wren, Robin, Loggerhead Shrike, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-rumped War-
bier, House Sparrow, Western Meadowlark, Common Grackle, American 
Goldfinch, Rufos-sided Towhee; Savannah, Vesper, and Clay-colored Spar-
rows. 
A Field Day was held in the same area 20 September 1964. The attend-
ance was thirty, and sixty-five species were seen (NBR 33 :20). The day was 
bright, cool, and relatively calm, and the waterlevel had been run way down 
to facilitate repairs to the dam. This low waterlevel was reflected in eight 
n~ore shore birds reported. Five more waterbirds were reported, and three 
more hawks. The other differences were scattered. 
A JUNCO IS A JUNCO IS A JUNCO 
The recent rulings of the American Ornithologists' Union's Committee on 
Classification and Nomenclature may lead bird students in such areas of east-
west overlap as Oklahoma to become casual if not slovenly in their field 
identification of such birds as Juncos. Falling back on belief that most of the 
somewhat nondescript little birds are now considered "just Dark-eyed 
Juncoes anyway", they may pay little or no attention to important details 
that can and should be carefully recorded. 
A point to remember is that concepts, hence rulings, are sure to change 
as more information becomes available. To my way of thinking, certain facts 
about Junco hyemalis aikeni, the so-called "white-winged" race of Dark-
eyed Junco, may eventually make clear that that bird is a full species rather 
than a geographical race of J. hyemalis. Large looking, slightly pale juncos 
with more or less complete white wing-bars should be carefully described in 
field notes the continent over, this by way of ascertaining what the seasonal 
geographical range of such birds may be, just where such birds appear 
among breeding popUlations, and whether such birds are ever at all brown-
backed or "pink-sided" or dark-headed. To be borne in mind is the fact that 
full-blooded "white-winged" birds have much white in the tail. In the Black 
Mesa country of Oklahoma I have many times spotted "white-winged" juncos 
by the very white flashes from their tails long before I could see that these 
same birds were a bit large and a bit pale, or that they had white wing-bars. 
It must be remembered that the "lumping" of several brown-eyed forms 
of junco into one species does not force them, either as individuals or as 
populations, to abide by any human concept. They will go blithely on, obey-
ing their own instincts, moving no farther north in the breeding season, no 
farther south in winter, no farther east or west on migration than certain 
ecological requirements and genetic makeup dictate. They care not a hoot 
what human beings call them. 
Just why the AOU Committee continues to feel that the Gray-headed 
Junco (J. caniceps) may not be part of the "dark-eyed" conspecies is not 
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at all clear to me. The form is an especially interesting one insofar as Okla-
homa is concerned, for gray-headed, brown-backed, dark-eyed juncos that 
are not Junco caniceps often show up in the main body of the state-i.e. east of 
the 100th meridian, and some of these are reported as Gray-headed Juncos. 
No Oklahoma specimen of Junco caniceps has thus far been taken east of 
Texas County. Sight records for Junco caniceps east of the Panhandle are, in 
my opinion, unacceptable. This statement is not to be construpd, however, 
as opposition to the recording in great detail of every bird that appears to 
be (a) very gray-headed, (b) very brown-backed, and (c) not at all brown 
or "pink" on the sides and flanks. What I don't approve of is the smug at-
titude that seems to declare: "I know my birds. The bird I saw was a Gray-
headed Junco, Junco caniceps. It couldn't have been anything else." 
When four or five Oklahoma specimens of Junco caniceps have been col-
leded east of the lOOth meridian, let us examine them and report on them 
carefully. What we find may well be worth a thousand times more than all 
the Oklahoma "records" of Gray-headed Juncos that have been published 
in Bird-Lore, Audubon Field Notes, American Birds, and elsewhere. 
-George M. Sutton, Norman, Oklahoma 
While Dr. Sutton's comments are directed specificaily to Oklahoma, the 
same situation of east-west overlap exists in Nebraska. 
